
Protégés of the Charity Fund of the 
Topsoe, Tolstoy and Sokol Families 
gave a gala concert at the Khimik 
Community Centre in Pervomaysky, 
where the third qualifying stage 
of the Light Up Your Star contest 
was also held. The Fund celebrates 
its fifth anniversary this year. 
On this occasion, another five 
talented children from Shchekino 
from disadvantaged families found 
support.

The Charity Fund of the Topsoe, 
Tolstoy and Sokol Families was 
established five years ago. In 

this time, its protégés have grown 
up, achieved impressive results in 
their fields and continue learning 
successfully. Three graduates of 
the Fund have enrolled in universi-
ties, one has even started a family. 
In these five years, the Fund has 
changed the lives of 28 children 
for the better! And they keep doing 
their important and noble mission.

The best members of the fund 
took part in the gala concert Light 
Up Your Star. The children sang, 
danced, played musical instru-
ments and all at the highest level!

“The Light Up Your Star compe-
tition in Shchek-
ino District has 
become a good 
tradition and a 
popular event in 
its cultural life,” 
remarked Boris 
Sokol, President 
of Shchekinoazot 
and Founder of 
the Fund. “Young 

people from Shchekino demon-
strate a variety of talents and every 
year a new bright star lights up. 
It is still only a local event, but we 
hope that it will soon spread to the 
region, then the country and maybe 
even the world... All roads are open 
for young people today.

//////////////////////////////////////

You are the builders of your  
own happy life, which,  

I believe, will be lit by the  
star of creativity, the love  

of art, progress, and continuous 
work on your skills.
//////////////////////////////////////

I am happy to see our children 
grow, the children of the Fund, as 
we fondly refer to them. See how 
they become the best in their field, 
win prizes, make their parents and 
teachers happy, how hard they work 
and learn to make their dreams 
come true. I am proud of all our 
Shchekino stars!”

Birgitte Oigaard, the daughter of 
Haldor Topsoe, founder of the com-
pany of the same name and partner 
of Shchekinoazot in industrial and 
social programmes, was the hon-
oured guest of the event. Birgitte 
was accompanied by her husband 
Adam Oigaard.

“From my tiny home country of 
Denmark I have arrived in one of 
the biggest countries in the world,” 
Birgitte Oigaard said. “Many years 
ago, Boris Alexandrovich met Dr 
Topsoe. They began meeting each 
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Light Up Your Star, or the 
Blue Bird of Shchekino

other more often 
and it grew into 
something big-
ger and warmer. 
Cooperation be-
tween our fami-
lies resulted not 
only in business 
relations but also 
in the Fund of the 
Tospoe, Tolstoy 
and Sokol. The last time I visited 
this competition was two and a half 
years ago, and I remember some of 
the children that I met back then. 
Today, I am happy to see how they 
have grown up, how they have 
changed. Some of the boys have be-
come actual grown-up men. All the 
protégés of the Fund are our hope. 
I hope that you will preserve this 
open-mindedness, curiosity, de-
sire to explore something new, and 
share it with the world around you.”

For Natalia Pilyus, this Fund is her 
favourite project. She puts a lot of 
effort and love into it.

“A team of like-minded people put 
their efforts together for the benefit 
of children and made the fund’s 
success,” said Natalia Pilyus, dep-

uty of the State 
Duma, member of 
the Culture Com-
mittee, member 
of the Board of 
Trustees of the 
Fund. “Children 
progress in their 
area and enthu-
siastically partici-
pate in the master 
classes and trips that the Fund or-
ganises. For the last three years, the 
fund’s protégés have enjoyed visits 
to the best educational centres in 
Russia – Artek and Sirius – and trips 
to the New Generation recreation 
and health camp near Aleksin. My 
sincere gratitude goes to the teach-
ers and parents who, from the very 
first days of the fund, have actively 
participated in all organisational 
processes. The Fund has become an 
essential part of my life and I thank 
every member of our big team for 
this.

Ekaterina Tolstaya, member of 
the Board of Trustees, deputy of the 
Tula Regional Duma, Director of the 
Tolstoy Yasnaya Polyana Estate Mu-
seum, commented:

“The stars of 
Shchekino have 
been growing up 
in front of us over 
these five years. I 
believe that Light 
Up Your Star is 
the Blue Bird of 
Shchekino (Blue 
Bird is a national 
children’s talent 
show - Note by author). We truly dis-
cover real artists here and can see 
that there are so many talented peo-
ple in our land. However, even the 
most talented need a word of wis-
dom and a secure shoulder to rely 
on. The fund is this shoulder, the 
support that helps children reveal 
their potential and find their place 
in the world.”

The main heroes of the festival 
were the children, the protégés of the 
Topsoe, Tolstoy and Sokol Fund. Girls 
and boys, so different but all of them 
undeniably talented, passionate lov-
ers of music, singing, sports, science, 
languages, who cannot imagine their 
life without art and progress.

Vladimir Ekaterinin, 14, is a very 
talented musician. He is a virtuoso 
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The founders gave diplomas and 
presents to the new protégés of the 

Topsoe, Tolstoy and Sokol Fund.
On the occasion of the anniversary, 
the Fund took another five children 

under its wing.

Dancer Varvara 
Vnukova as the 

great actor Charlie 
Chaplin.

Accordion 
player Daniil 

Kostionov, 
student of the 

Dargomyzhsky 
Tula College of 

Arts.

of the piano and is currently learn-
ing to play drums.

“Grandma en-
rolled me in the 
music school 
when I was just 
two and a half,” 
said Vladimir 
Ekaterinin, “Mu-
sic is my life. I 
used to swim, but 
now music has 
replaced all other 
hobbies and classes. I have been 
participating in competitions since 
I was five. My teacher Maria Valen-
tinovna Semyonova accompanies 
me. I almost always win or take a 
high place, including the Grand 
Prix. The Fund plays a vital role 
in my life and I’m not talking just 
about financial help, which is also 
important, of course. Many of the 
fellow pupils become my friends, 
and I like talking to other children, 
growing up and becoming better in 
what I do.”

Roman Ryakhovsky, 15, is a young 
track and field athlete.

“I have been 
doing track and 
field for as long 
as I can remem-
ber,” says Roman 
Ryakhovsky,  “My 
Dad is my coach. 
Together, we have 
achieved quite 
a lot. At the mo-
ment I am the 
holder of two top awards in Russia 
in throwing a projectile in the up to 
12 years old and up to 16 years old 
categories. I have also won many 
federal and regional events. I spe-
cialise in throwing projectiles and 
am currently focusing on the jave-
lin. The Fund provides me with com-
prehensive assistance. Often with 
other guys we go to various cultural 
events, museums and the Haldor 
Topsoe office in Moscow. The Fund 
also helps me financially. They pay 
for my uniform – clothes and shoes 
– which I need for training and com-
petitions. Now we are planning to 
order a javelin, which is pretty hard 
to buy.

Varvara Vnukova, 15, studies at 
the Elegy dance theatre.

“I have been 
studying dance 
for 11 years with 
my teacher Na-
talia Mikhno. 
We participate 
in national and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
competitions. I 
recently went to a 
festival in Kazan 
and took second place,” Varvara 
Vnukova smiles. “Dancing allows 
me to reveal my spirit and express 
my emotions. My favourite dance is 
the Charlie Chaplin, whjich we per-
formed this year. The Fund pays my 
participation fees and buys fabric 
for my costumes. I have visited the 
Artek recreation camp several times 
thanks to the Fund. It really means 
the world to me.”

This year another five children 
became a part of the fund’s family. 
Hopefully, the lucky star will always 
light up the path of these talented 
children!
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